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1 Executive Summary

Turkey is officially a secular country, but the general public remains uninformed about non-
Muslim minorities and a sense of separation and difference prevails. Despite recent reforms,
much is yet to be done to ensure constitutional guarantees on freedom of religion; and to
eradicate the harassment, intimidation, physical assault and property damage which continue
to plague minorities in some parts of Turkey. A socially focused strategy is needed to provide
civic education, to build cooperation and to support minority groups to realize their rights as
Turkish citizens. This research has been carried out to inform interventions that might
contribute in this area and which might increase tolerance and understanding in Turkish
society.

The survey explores current public perceptions regarding the Christian minority in Turkey. The
questions examine respondents’ level of knowledge about Christianity, their attitudes towards
Christians and their actual interactions with Christians. 1500 respondents from 26 cities have
participated in this nationally representative survey, which was conducted by Computer
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) methodology in July and August 2015.

The results confirm a low level of knowledge about Christians. The term ‘Christian’ is mostly
associated with Armenians, Greeks and Assyrians. However, only 4% of respondents claim a
high level of knowledge about these groups, and 60% on average have none or very little
knowledge about them.

For the vast majority of respondents, Christianity is not associated with being Turkish. Whilst
it is associated with ethnic minorities, only 7% of the public believes that there are followers of
Christianity amongst Turks.

At the same time, there is a significant difference between the public’'s perception of the
proportion of Christians in Turkey at around 7% and the estimated actual proportion at 0.2%.

For a society where people of different beliefs have lived together for centuries, the level of
knowledge about Christians is resoundingly low. With regard to Christian history and tradition,
only 10% of respondents claim to have either ‘a lot’ or ‘a good amount of knowledge’; a further
30% claim to have ‘some knowledge'. ‘Christmas’ is known by the majority, and two thirds of
respondents recognise the terms ‘Confession’ and ‘Easter’. Of all of the terms surveyed, the
lowest levels of awareness are reported for ‘Eucharist’, ‘Lent’ and ‘Pilgrimage’.

The general public believes that Turkish Christians enjoy a good level of freedom both to
practice their religion and to express their views. The majority also feel that Christians share
equal social rights with Muslims. 71% believe that Christians’ security of life and property is
protected in Turkey. These positive views may be due to the public's low levels of knowledge
and low levels of social interaction with Christians.



When participants are asked about the level of impartiality shown towards non-Muslims in
Turkey, more than half state that neither the media nor the public is objective in its treatment
of non-Muslims.

Christians’ perceived contribution to society is highest in commercial affairs. Their
contribution to artistic patrimony is also well recognised. Conversely, Christians’ perceived
contribution to politics is relatively low. The general public is comfortable with Christians
taking roles in commerce and professional services where their achievements are most
acknowledged. Acceptance levels are lowest for Christians taking positions in the national
security, judiciary and in the army.

Just over half of the respondents say they are willing to build relations with Christians as
friends, neighbours and business partners. The willingness to have a Christian friend is
significantly higher in metropolitan provinces, istanbul, izmir and Ankara, and amongst those
with higher levels of education. However, there is much lower willingness to have a Christian
spouse and the majority would not approve of their child marrying a Christian. The survey
indicates that the closer the relationship with the Christian and the greater the impact on the
family unit, the higher the level of discomfort. Despite the stated willingness to build relations,
in actual practice only 34% of respondents have a Christian friend or acquaintance, 13% have
a Christian neighbour, 6% a Christian business partner and 1% a Christian spouse. Current
levels of interaction with Christians in Turkey are very low.

In the public sphere, the majority do feel comfortable with their children sharing the same
class with Christian children, but only 65% are comfortable if the teacher is a Christian. Those
living in rural areas are less comfortable with this exposure to Christians in schools.

The presence of a church in the neighbourhood is accepted either positively or neutrally by the
majority. Respondents also express support for the re-opening of the closed Christian
seminaries and for non-Muslim religious clerics to be paid by the government for their
services. However, missionary activity is perceived negatively by two thirds of the sample.

Levels of approval regarding conversion are also queried. Whilst respondents are nearly five
times more likely to approve of non-Muslims converting to Islam than the reverse, 13% do
approve of the right of Muslims to convert to another religion.

Respondents state that their main sources of information about Christianity are the Internet
(34%) and TV/radio (25%). Awareness regarding the existence of a Christian television channel
in Turkey is low. Whilst 13% of respondents are aware of a Christian channel, only 5% have
watched it and 29% have expressed some interest in watching it. Two out of ten respondents
say they have read the Bible before, and this rate increases amongst university graduates
(36%) and those living in urban areas (25%).



2 Background

According to Turkish government estimates, more than 99 percent of the Turkish population
is Muslim, with the majority being Hanafi Sunni. Other religious groups are mostly
concentrated in Istanbul and the larger cities, together making up less than 1 percent of the
population.’

Although there is no exact information about the non-Muslim minority, estimates provided in
the 2013 International Religious Freedom Report suggest that Christians account for
approximately 0.2% of the total Turkish population. The largest Christian minority group in
Turkey is the Armenian Orthodox. It is estimated that there are 90.000 Armenians, 25.000
Roman Catholics, 20.000 Syrian Orthodox, 15.000 Russian Orthodox, 3.000 Iragi Chaldeans,
2.500 Greek Orthodox and around 7.000 Protestants residing in Turkey.

From the 14th to the 20th century, the Ottoman Empire was relatively tolerant towards
Christian minorities and allowed limited autonomy in self-government under the millet system.
In 1923, the Treaty of Lausanne was signed between the newly founded Turkish republic and
the European countries. Only limited legal recognition was available to minorities stemming
from the Treaty of Lausanne, and this was narrowly applied to just three groups: the
Armenians, the Greeks and the Jewish. No provision for protection existed for many Muslim
minorities and Christian denominations.

Turkey's current position on minority issues originates from its 1982 Constitution which in
theory provides for freedom of belief and worship, the private dissemination of religious ideas
and forbids discrimination on religious grounds. However, the 1982 Constitution does not
ensure full legal status for minorities and all rights are subject to state control. The Turkish
government has recently implemented some reforms in order to raise religious freedom in the
areas of minorities’ property rights, religious dress and education, but large areas for
improvement remain. The government still restricts religious groups’ rights to own and
maintain their places of worship, and to offer religious education.?

The application process for EU membership has affected human rights practice positively to
date. The rights and freedoms of minorities are an essential element for Turkey's EU
candidacy and Turkey's National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis has been

! United States Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (2013). International
Religious Freedom Report
? United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. (2014). Annual Report of Turkey



accompanied by improved reform packages, including constitutional amendments and
legislative reform?,

Despite this, the 2008 Pew Global Attitudes and Trends Survey reported the acceleration of
unfavourable views regarding Turkish Christians over the preceding four years,* and a series
of adverse events impacted the Christian minority during this period and beyond.®

Social responses have been heavily influenced by media and education, both of which play an
important role in shaping and reflecting opinions. In Haede's study of five Turkish newspapers
in 2004-2005, he found that ordinary people were warned against dialogue or closeness with
Christians, and that the word ‘missionary’ was purposefully used to fuel negative emotions.®
School text books also contributed to the spread of inaccurate or derogatory information
about minorities.”

¥ Nurcan Kaya and Clive Baldwin, (2004). “Minorities in Turkey, Submission to the European Union and the
Government of Turkey”, Minority Rights Group International

* The Pew Research Centre Global Attitudes and Trends Project, (2015).
http://www.pewglobal.org/2008/09/17/chapter-1-views-of-religious-groups

® A series of adverse events have marked recent social memory:
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In 2001, the National Security Council published in the daily newspaper Sabah, that missionary activities
were a great danger for the country.

In February 2006, the Italian Catholic priest Andrea Santoro was killed in his church in the Black Sea City
of Trabzon by a young Turkish man.

Several evangelical churches were set on fire, and a Protestant church leader in the city of Adana was also
severely beaten in 2006.

On 19 January 2007, respected Armenian human rights campaigner Hrant Dink was shot dead in Istanbul.
The suspect was a teenager who told police that Dink was Armenian and ‘had insulted Turkishness.' The
killing of Dink inspired more than 100,000 people to demonstrate, carrying placards which read ‘We are all
Armenian.’

In April 2007, three men working for an evangelical Christian publishing house in Malatya were murdered
‘in defence of Islam’. The trial of the five perpetrators continues today.

In January 2013, 13 people were charged with conspiracy to assassinate the pastor and carry out a large
scale attack against the Izmit Protestant Church.

The above as reported by: Mehmet Cetingtileg, (7 December 2001). “Misyoner alarmi” (“Missionary Alarm”), Sabah,
http://tinyurl.com/missionaryalarm; Schleifer, Yigal (24 April 2007). "Murders Shine Spotlight on Evangelical

Activity in Turkey”. http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav042507.shtml ; Wolfgang, H.
(2013). Perceptions of Christians in Turkey A study of the climate of accusations against Christians in Turkish
newspapers. IJRF Vol 6:1/2; Kurban, D. (2007). A Quest for Equality: Minorities in Turkey, Minority Rights Group
International; United States Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (2013).
International Religious Freedom Report

For a more complete history of the incidents of violence and intimidation against religious minorities, readers
should consult the International Religious Freedom Reports and the records of other monitoring organisations.

® Wolfgang, H. (2013). Perceptions of Christians in Turkey A study of the climate of accusations against Christians
in Turkish newspapers. IJRF Vol 6:1/2

" United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. (2014). Annual Report of Turkey.



http://www.pewglobal.org/2008/09/17/chapter-1-views-of-religious-groups/
http://tinyurl.com/missionaryalarm
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav042507.shtml

In February 2015, the Pew Research Center reported that Turkey ranked ‘very high' in the level
of government restrictions on religion and continued to rank ‘high’ in the level of social
hostilities involving religion

Published research which explores Turkish public opinion about Christians or Christianity in
general is rare. Most research has been qualitative in nature, specific to sub-groups like the
Armenians or dedicated to specific topics in relation to minorities”. Only one published study
has been found which collates general views about Christians. Pascal Kluge conducted
interviews with 100 Turkish citizens in 2007 to gather Turkish observations about Christians,
the Armenian question of 1915, and the desirability of Christians as friends, neighbours and
marriage partners.'® The little data that exists has not been disseminated widely.

As a result, this study addresses an important gap in the available research by surveying
current public perceptions regarding the Christians in Turkey.

® The Pew Research Centre “Latest Trends in Religious Restrictions and Hostilities” 26 February 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/02/26/regions-and-countries/

? For example, the Yenikdy Panaia Greek Orthodox Church and School Foundation conducted a survey with 746
non-Muslims to explore the usage of social media by non-Muslims in Turkey. The aim of the research was to
understand the extent of the discrimination and hate speech that non-Muslims encounter and the current legal
framework which surrounds this. See Yenikdy Panayia Greek Orthodox Church and ve School Foundation, “Social
Media and Minorities”, 2015 http://survey.konda.com.tr/rapor/Sosyal_Medya_ve_Azinliklar_Rapor.pdf

9 Kluge P. (2008). “Turkish Views on Christians: Implications for Armenian-Turkish Relations”. Iran and the
Caucasus 12, 363-376
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3 Objective and Methodology

This is a formative survey, conducted to assist civic education efforts for both international
and local actors supporting minority groups and minority rights, with a specific emphasis on
the Christian groups residing in Turkey.

The survey has been structured to explore the knowledge, attitudes and practices of the
Turkish public with regard to the Christian minority. Through the insights the research
provides, it is hoped that practitioners may be better placed to design appropriate and specific
development interventions which build tolerance, acceptance and understanding of the
Christian community in Turkey.

The survey may also serve as a baseline, which can be repeated in future years to monitor
public perceptions and assist in the evaluation of interventions.

The survey was administered by Xsights Research and Consultancy using Computer Assisted
Telephone Interviewing (CATI) between 24 July and 21 August 2015. This was carried out at
Xsights' premises in Istanbul. A total of 12 interviewers were trained for this survey and
conducted the interviews. All interviews were automatically recorded for quality purposes. A
supervisor was present at all times to assist with any technical problems or methodological
guestions.

A nationally representative sample of 1500 respondents from 26 cities participated in the
survey. The questionnaire included filter questions which provided the required sample,
demographic questions and KAP (Knowledge Attitudes and Practices) questions. The quotas
for the nationally representative sample were based on gender, age, socio-economic status
and urban/rural location.

10



4 Sample Structure

A nationally representative sample was used in this survey. Quotas were set in order to make
sure a fully representative sample was achieved at the end of the fieldwork. All data about the
breakdown of the Turkish population was obtained from the Turkish Statistical Bureau's
publicly available databases. Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) Level
Two was used to achieve the representativeness through interviews in 26 cities. NUTS is a
geocode standard for referencing the subdivisions of countries for statistical purposes. The
standard is developed and regulated by the European Union'".

NUTS-1 NUTS-2

Istanbul Region (TR1) Istanbul Subregion (TR10)
Tekirdag Subregion (TR21)
Balikesir Subregion (TR22)
Izmir Subregion (TR31)

Aegean Region (TR3) Aydin Subregion (TR32) Turkey NUTS1 Map
Manisa Subregion (TR33)
Bursa Subregion (TR41)
Kocaeli Subregion (TR42)
Ankara Subregion (TR51)
Konya Subregion (TR52)
Antalya Subregion (TR61)
Mediterranean Region (TR6) [Adana Subregion (TR62)
Hatay Subregion (TR63)
Central Anatolia Kirikkale Subregion (TR71)
Region (TR7) Kayseri Subregion (TR72)
Zonguldak Subregion (TR81)
West Black Sea Region (TR8) |Kastamonu Subregion (TR82)
Samsun Subregion (TR83)
East Black Sea Region (TR9) [Trabzon Subregion (TR90)

West Marmara Region (TR2)

East Marmara Region (TR4)

West Anatolia Region (TR5)

Northeast Anatolia Erzurum Subregion (TRA1)
Region (TRA) Agri Subregion (TRA2)
Central East Anatolia Malatya Subregion (TRB1)
Region (TRB) Van Subregion (TRB2)

Gaziantep Subregion (TRC1)
Sanhurfa Subregion (TRC2)
Mardin Subregion (TRC3)

Southeast Anatolia
Region (TRC)

In 2012, the Turkish Government changed the status of more than 16,000 villages by merging
them with the nearest municipality.

According to this new standard, only 5% of the entire Turkish population is classified as ‘rural’,
referring to a population of less than 10,000 inhabitants. It is important to note that this
administrative rural/urban divide is not applicable to population studies, as the level of
exposure in terms of cultural activities or the type of economic activity remains largely the
same as before. Therefore this study employs the previous urban/rural proportions in line with
other large scale surveys in Turkey; that is, communities of less than 20,000 inhabitants are
defined as rural’.

"' TURKSTAT. tuikapp.tuik.gov.tr. Ana Sayfa < Siniflama Tirleri > Cografi Siniflamalar
11



4.1 Demography

4.1.1 Gender, Age, Marital Status and Socio Economic Status

The sample was equally divided between male and female participants. The average age of
respondents was 38, and 58% of the sample was married.

Gender Marital Status Age

Widow /
Divorced
2%

Single
40%

Married
58%

Avr. Age; 38,2
SES (Socio Economic Status) —’

11% of the sample belonged to socio-economic levels A
and B, 48% were middle class and the remaining 41% were
from less advantaged classes. ‘SES' is a combined
economic and sociological measure that is computed to
reflect the economic and social wellbeing of populations
by region, in terms of income, education and employment
characteristics of individuals and households'.

2 TUAD, Turkish Researchers' Association. (2012). tuad.org.tr/upload/dosyalar/SES_2012-Lansman-Sunum-
REV.ppsx Some characteristics of SES groups in Turkey:
e 'A'type households are small sized, have highly educated members for at least 2 generations, have 100%
newspaper readership, have first-hand motor vehicle ownership, use telephone and internet banking, etc.
e 'B'type households are one generation behind ‘A" Group in terms of education, half with motor vehicle
ownership, 10% do sport activities, etc.
e 'C'type households have no college graduate members, their family size can exceed 4 with 3-5 children,
have almost no leisure time, % read daily newspaper, % do not eat out.
e 'D'&'E'type households are larger sized, their reproduction level is high, the majority of them has one
income earner, children may even also earn, their education level is lowest with 1/3 no education at all,
only 1/3 go for holidays at hometown, etc.

12



4.1.2 City and Location

Respondents were contacted in 26 cities. 22% of the respondents were from rural areas while
the rest came from urban backgrounds.

Location

> & 2o 0 ST T ST ST S SN S S SR S-S S O A O A2
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5 Results of the Survey

The survey consists of three main parts. The first focuses on levels of knowledge about non-
Muslim minorities and Christianity. The second examines respondents’ attitudes towards
Christian minorities. The final section explores actual behaviour and personal relations with
Christians.

5.1 Level of Knowledge about Non-Muslim Minorities and Christianity

r

5.1.1 Associations with the term ‘non-Muslim

) . . . , Associations about ‘ Non-Muslim’
The term non-Muslim simply implies ‘people other

than Muslims' for more than half of the sample
(53%). This Indiscriminate definition is more
prominent among those who are aged between 18
and 34 and those who are residents of istanbul. Armenians
‘Christian’ is mentioned by 10% of the sample, while
6% name the ‘Armenians’ and 3% name the ‘Greeks’
as non-Muslims.

People other than Muslims

Christians

Foreigners
Greeks

Jews

Smaller percentages of respondents identify ‘Jews'
and ‘Assyrians’ as non-Muslims. 1% of the sample
considers those who are not born into a Muslim
family, but convert to Islam later in their lives, as
non-Muslims.

Muslims

Assyrians

People who converted to
Islam

No idea

5.1.2 Top of Mind Recall about the term ‘Christian’

The public are asked to share the first minority group which comes to mind when ‘Christians’
are mentioned. The results suggest that Christian minorities in Turkey are mostly associated
with the Armenians who are mentioned by 27% of respondents, followed by the Greeks who
are mentioned by 13% of respondents. Assyrians, Jews, Catholics and Orthodox are also
mentioned by a small fraction of respondents. Notably, most respondents (46%) state that
they do not have enough knowledge about Christians and refrain from answering the
question.

14



Spontaneous Recall of Christian Minorities in Turkey
%

17

15

1 1
‘ ! | : . BN paame
Armenians  Greeks Assyrians Jews Christians  Catholics Orthodox British No idea
people

m Top of Mind Recall MW Secondary Recall

When asked a second time about which Christian groups they could think of, 18% of the
respondents said ‘Assyrians’, 17% mentioned ‘Greeks’ and 14% mentioned ‘Armenians’.

5.1.3 Spontaneous and Prompted Recall about the term ‘Christian’

In terms of spontaneous recall, ‘Armenians’ were the most prominent in respondents’ minds
(an aggregate 41%); followed by 'Greeks' (30%) and ‘Assyrians’ (22%).

Respondents were then read a list of different Christian denominations and were asked to
name the ones they recognized. Once prompted in this way, the level of awareness about
‘Armenians’ increased to 87%, four percentage points ahead of ‘Greeks’ (83%), and 13
percentage points ahead of ‘Assyrians’ (74%).

Spontaneousand Prompted Recall

Total %
%

Armenians 87
Greeks g3
Assyrians .
Jews .
Christians s
Catholics ]
Orthodox m Spontaneous Reczll .

British B Prompted Recall
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5.1.4 Depth of Knowledge about Christianity in Turkey

46% of the respondents claim to have some level of knowledge about ‘Armenians’; 44%, about
'Greeks' and 39%, about ‘Assyrians’. Fewer respondents (31%) report having knowledge about
Turkish people converted to other faiths from Islam.

Level of Knowledge about Non-Muslim Minorities in Turkey Some No or very
9 knowledge limited
% knowledge %  Mean
Armenians
4 12 30 30 24 16 54 2,4/5
Greeks [EAl0) 0] 30 26 44 56 2,4/5
Assyrians [y} 25 32 30 39 62 2,3/5

Turkish people converted to

other faiths 2 5 [ 31 38 31 69 2,1/5
| have a lot of knowledge (5) | have good amount of knowledge (4) B | have some knowledge (3)
u | have little knowledge (2) o | have no knowledge at all (1)

However, only a small fraction of the sample (4%) exhibit confidence in their level of
knowledge about Christians, while 60% on average have none or very little knowledge about
these groups. There appears to be a void when it comes to information about the non-Muslim
minorities in Turkey. It is perhaps worth noting that this lack of information and knowledge
can be exploited by different groups for propaganda purposes, as has happened in the past.

Awareness of Different Christian
Denominations

Aware of
different
denominations

%
-
-

Protestant

Not aware of
different
denominations

After being presented with the names of different
Christian denominations, three out of four
respondents recognize at least one. Those who do
not know any of the denominations are more likely
to be women or respondents from rural areas.

Seven out of ten respondents state they are aware
of the Catholic denomination, while 66% have
heard of the Orthodox and 60% know of the
Protestants. 24% of respondents are not aware of
any denominations at all.

16



Current
Percentage
of Non-

Muslims:
0,27% Perception about

the Percentage of
Non-Muslims in
Turkey;

14%

When asked to estimate the percentage of non-
Muslim citizens living in Turkey, respondents in
this survey estimate the ratio to be around 14% of
the general population. This is much higher than
the actual proportion. The extent of the
discrepancy between the actual and estimated
figures is indicative of Turkish people's level of
knowledge about non-Muslims in Turkey. The
lack of publically available information may also
cause people to have very different estimations

about the minorities. Only 12% correctly estimate the non-Muslim population to be less than
1%. The percentage of those providing the accurate estimate is higher among respondents

Current
Percentage
of
Christians:
0,22% Perception about
the Percentage of
Christians in
Turkey;

7%

with a high school or university degree.

When asked about the Christian citizens living in
Turkey, respondents also over-estimate. On
average, respondents say that Christians make
up 7% of the general population, whilst the
current actual proportion of Christians in Turkey
is estimated to be only 0.22%'. Unlike the
earlier ratio for non-Muslim citizens, no
statistically significant differences are observed
for respondents in terms of education level for

this question.

When asked specifically about the history and traditions of Christian minorities, only 10% of
respondents claim to have ‘a lot' or ‘a good amount of knowledge'. A further 30% of the
sample claim to have ‘some knowledge'. Of those with knowledge, men know more about
Christian culture than women; and those who live in urban areas know more than those who
live in rural areas.

It seems that the completion of a basic education in Turkey does not assure knowledge about
Turkey's ancient Christian sites and heritage. 63% of respondents educated to elementary
level say they have 'little’ or ‘no knowledge at all' about Christian history and traditions.

With regard to Christian practices, Christmas is by far the most well-known Christian
celebration, while two thirds of respondents recognise the terms ‘Confession’ and ‘Easter’. Of

13 United States Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (2013). International

Religious Freedom Report; Turkish Statistical Institute http://www.turkstat.gov.tr/PreHaberBultenleri.do?id=15974
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the terms surveyed, lowest levels of awareness are reported for ‘Pilgrimage’, ‘Lent’ and
‘Eucharist’. 11% of the sample is not aware of any of the religious rituals or customs.

Level of Knowledge about Religious Rituals and Customs

Christian History and Culture Christmas 81

Confession 66

Some knowledge; No or limited E— 66
40% knowledge; 60% i

Baptism 63

R Eating pork 63

Funeral 54

Prayer 54

Wedding 50

Assumption of Mary 50

Worship 46

Pilgrimage 37

Lent 33

Average level; Eucharist (Eating bread with wine to remember
Jesus's last supper)

Not aware of any religious rituals or customs

26

| ha ge (5)
M | have good amount of knowledge (4)
| have some knowledge (3)

M | have little knowledge (2)

M | have no knowledge at all (1)

11

The survey also explores public perceptions regarding the New Year celebration, which many
consider to be related to Christmas. Even though the New Year celebration is not a Christian
tradition, more than half of the respondents think that it is. Only 29% recognise that it is not.
59% of respondents celebrate the occasion. Those who regularly observe religious activities
such as fasting in Ramadan and visiting the mosque are less likely to celebrate the New Year.

Perception of New Year
Celebration

Frequency of New Year
Celebrtion

Celebrate; Never celebrate;
59% 41%

It is a Christian It is not a Christian
tradition; tradition;

62% 29%

Never (1)
41%
Usually

(4)
8%
Sometimes

Do not know;

(3)
9% Rarely (2) 159

9%

Mean; 2,7/5 l

18



5.2 Turks and Christianity

5.2.1 Association between Nationality and Christianity

Respondents were asked to share the first word which comes to mind to describe their

national identity. They were then prompted with a list of possible terms. The graph below
displays the respondents’ feedback.

National Identity Description

% Total %
Turkish 81
Muslim 47
Kemalist 23
Republic 22
Secular 0 20
Ottoman 19
Democratic 15
Conservative 0 alil
Kurd 10
Modern 0 9
Sunni 7
Alevi/Shia 5
Nationalist 2
Patriot M First Recall 1
Humanist 1
W Prompted recall
Cherkes 0,2 0,2

Later in the survey, respondents were asked whether certain nationalities have members
believing in Christianity in Turkey. 70% of those surveyed think that amongst Armenians there
are believers in Christianity; 65% say that there are Christians amongst Greeks in Turkey; 47%
know there are Christians amongst Assyrians; but only 7% say that amongst Turks there are

believers in Christianity. It seems that for most respondents, Christianity is a concept which is
foreign to Turkish culture.
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5.3 Attitudes towards Christians in Turkey

5.3.1 Perceptions about Christian Civil Rights and Freedoms

Respondents are asked to what extent they agree with certain statements about Christians’
civil rights and their place in society. Aimost 80% agree that the government is responsible for
Christians' security and the security of their properties. 71% believe that Christians can
practice their religion freely. This ratio rises to 77% for respondents who think that others'

religion is important and to 76% for those who have a non-Muslim friend or acquaintance.

The majority believe that Christians can express their religious views freely, and that
Christians share equal social rights with Muslims (67% and 66% respectively). Six out of ten
respondents disagree with the statement that Christians are excluded in Turkey. These
positive views regarding conditions for Christians may be influenced by the relatively low

levels of knowledge and social interaction with Christians.

Agree Disagree
Perceptions about Christian Civil Rights and Freedom in Turkey % % Mean
%
In our country, the government is responsible for 79 3 4,1/5
Christians’ security and the security of their properties !
In our country, Christians can practice their religion freely 71 12 3,9/5
In our country, Christians can express their religious views
L £ B g 11 12 37 67 15 3,8/5
reely
In our country, Christians share equal social rights with
muslims 66 20 3,7/5
In our country, Christians are excluded FEEPEENI] 16 60 2,3/5
M Absolutely agree (5) W Agree (4) M Neither agree nor disagree (3) M Disagree (2) M Absolutely disagree (1) B Noidea

When probed to what extent Christians’ security of life and property is actually protected in
Turkey, 7 out of 10 respondents believe that Christians' lives and properties are safe.
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Christians’ Security of Life and Property in Turkey

Not

Protected  protected
% % Mean
Security of their property 21 50 10 7 3 9 ' 71 10 3,9/5
Security of their lives 21 50 10 8 3 10 | 11 3,9/5

M Definitely protected (5) M Protected (4) M Neither protected nor not (3)

m Not protected (2) m Definitely not protected (1) mNo idea

5.3.2 Impartiality towards Christians in Turkey

When queried about the level of objectivity of certain institutions towards Christians in Turkey,
only 30 % believe that they are treated objectively by the media; 33 % think that Christians are
treated objectively by the general public; and 40 % take the view that the government is
impartial in its treatment of Christian minorities. The perceived level of objectivity seems to
vary based on the level of information held about Christian minorities; the respondents who
report more knowledge about Christianity are more likely to point to a lack of impartiality than

those who do not know about Christianity.

Level of Objectivity Towards Christians in Turkey

Not Objective  Objective Mean
% % %
Media
55 30 3/5
Public Opinion 52 33 3,1/5
Government 46 40 3,2/5
m Absolutely partial (1)  mPartial (2) = Moderately partial (3)  mImpartial (4) = Absolutely impartial (5) mNoidea
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5.3.3 Public Attitudes towards Christian Minorities

When asked about societal attitudes towards Christian minorities in Turkey, participants are
most positive about the Greeks (38%); followed by the Assyrians (35%) and the Armenians
(29%). Respondents are least positive about Turkish nationals who convert to other faiths
from Islam (13%).

Attitudes towards Christian Minorities in Turkey

Greeks Armenians

Positive; Negative;
29% 41%

Positive; Negative;
38% 29%

Assyrians Turkish People Converted To
Other Faiths
Positive; Negative;
35% 23%

Positive; Negative;
13% 57%

B Very positive (5) M Positive (4) B Neither positive nor not (3)

m Not positive (2) m Not positive at all (1) m Noidea
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5.3.4 Involvement of Christians in Turkish Society

The general public is most comfortable with Christians taking positions and responsibility in
commerce, health services and academia. Acceptance levels are lowest for Christians taking
positions and responsibility in the national security, judiciary and in the army.

Acceptance of Christians in Key Sectors

_ Comfortable % |Not comfortable %
72 18

Commerce

Health 70
University 64
Public sector 59
Primary and secondary education 58
Politics 56
Security a1
Judiciary 44

39

Army

19
25
28
30
32
47
44
50

3,7/5
3,6/5
3,5/5
3,4/5
3,3/5
3,3/5
2,9/5
2,9/5
2,8/5

Statements

Point

Very comfortable

Comfortable

Neither comfortable nor not

Not comfortable

Not comfortable atall

PN W

Christians’ perceived contribution is highest in commerce and business. Their contribution in
artistic patrimony is also found to be significant. The low level of Christian participation in
politics is reflected in the results of this survey with 48% of respondents believing Christians'

contribution to politics is noteworthy.

Christians’ Perceived Contribution towards Key Sectors in Turkey

Some
contribution %
70

Commerce/ business
Art

Science

Sports

Education

Politics

66
61
60
56
48

No or limited
contribution %

14
17
18
21
29

3,6/5
3,5/5
3,3/5
3,3/5
3,2/5
2,9/5

Statements

Point

Contribute a lot

Contribute

Contribute somewhat

Contribute little

Not contribute at all

Ll S VS
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5.3.5 Importance attached to Religion in the Context of Personal Relations

Important;

Importance of Others’ Religion

Very

:
| — e

Not important 7%

atall
20% Important
21%

Not important Neither

33% important nor
not
19%

Statements Point

Very important

Important

Average

Neither important nor not

Not important

Not important at all

4
3 importance; 2,6/5
2
1

Not important;

53% '

When asked directly, only 28% of
those participating in this survey
admit that others’ religion is an
important factor in their personal
relations, and 53% state that it
does not play an important role.
For the rest, religion is neither
important nor unimportant.

For those who find religion
important, it can influence their
interaction with others. For many,
the reference to religion may
simply be understood in terms of
Islamic observance.

Amongst those who do not find others’ religion important, 64% are from the ‘AB’ socio-
economic group, which consists of educated people. It is also noted that 77% of those who
neither fast in Ramadan nor go to the mosque frequently tend to place less importance on

others' religion.

Respondents’ self reported religious behavior is reflected in the pie charts below.

Fasting in Ramadan

Mosque Visit

MW Everyday

M Once a week
HOnce a month
HNo answer

Avr.; 22,7 days

W Couple of times a week
m Couple of times a month
H Never

Avr.; 79 days in a year
M Everyday | !oup e o! times a week

M Once a week
M Once a month
M Once a year

MW Couple of times a month
B Couple of times a year
W Never
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5.3.6 Personal Relationships with Christians

Respondents are asked in turn whether they would like to have a Christian friend, a Christian
neighbour, a Christian business partner. In response 57% of the sample indicates willingness
to build friendships with Christians; 53% say they are happy to have a Christian neighbour; and
50% are willing to have a Christian business partner. The willingness to have a Christian friend
is significantly higher in metropolitan provinces, istanbul, izmir and Ankara and among those
who have enjoyed a higher education level.

Willingness to Build Relations with Christians

Business

Partner

" Yes; 57% 7 Yes; 53% = Yes; 50%

No; 22% No; 25% No; 29%

No idea; 21% No idea; 23% No idea; 21%

As the relationship moves to the family unit, the acceptance level decreases. Only 31% of
respondents approve of their daughter being married to a Christian, and only 28% find it
acceptable for their son to be married with a Christian. We note that this slightly higher
approval level for daughters is in contrast to prior research which reports the opposite.'
Similarly, only 31% of respondents would consider marrying a Christian themselves. The rate
of disapproval for inter-religious marriages increases to 77% in rural areas and 63% among
less educated groups.

Approval of Inter-Religious Marriages

Daughter

7 Yes; 31% 1 Yes; 28%

= Yes; 31%

No; 57% No; 59% No; 50%

No idea; 12% No idea; 13% No idea; 19%

% For example: “A majority of the respondents who would object to their daughter marrying a Christian man,
though, said they would not object to their son marrying a Christian woman.” p363, Kluge (2008)
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Interaction with Christians in education is viewed more favourably as this is not a personal but
a public space. 81% of the sample is comfortable with their child sharing the same class with
a Christian child. However, only 65% are comfortable if their teacher is a Christian. Those living
in rural areas are less comfortable with this exposure to Christians in schools.

Christians in Class

| feel comfortable if my | feel comfortable if my
child shares the same child’s teacher is a

class with a Christian;

Christian(s); 81% 65%

5.3.7 Religious Education

Just over half of all respondents believe that the Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge
course, which is compulsory for grades 1-3, should be an elective one. On the other hand, 36%
wishes it to be compulsory, whilst only 5% would like to see the course excluded from the
curriculum.

The opinion about the content of the course is divided. 52% would like the course to include
other religions as well as Islam, while 48% would like separate religious courses all included
within the curriculum.

Religious Culture and Knowledge Course within the Turkish Education System

Regulation of “Religious Culture

And Moral Knowledge” course Opinion for the Content of

“Religious Culture And Moral Knowledge” course

It should be excluded

. The content of the
from the curriculum; 5%

course should
include other

religions too
It should be compulsory; ’//
36%
N: 1500 There should be a
religious course
. specific to non- 48%
It should be elective; MushoE e .
52% the curriculum
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5.3.8 Christian Places of Worship, Seminaries and Clergy

The presence of a church in one’s neighbourhood is perceived either positively or neutrally by
70% of respondents. Participants with urban backgrounds are somewhat more positive about
having a church in the neighborhood than those with rural backgrounds.

Attitude towards Having a Church in the
Neighborhood*

Positive; 38% Negative; 30%

M Very positive (5)
M Positive (4)

H Neither positive nor not (3)
m Not positive (2)

m Not positive at all (1)

Mean; 3,1/5 '

With regard to the Christian educational institutions which were closed'®, 44% of respondents
think that the government should support them to be re-opened. This rate is higher among
those who have a personal relationship with a member of the Christian community and
amongst those who live in istanbul.

Support To Christian Religious Schools
To Be Re-opened

'® For example, the Halki Seminary, which was the main school of theology of the Eastern Orthodox Church's
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, was closed by a law banning private higher education institutions in
1971.
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Nearly half of the respondents agree that non-Muslim religious clerics should be paid for their
services by the government. Those who have some level of knowledge about Christianity and
those with Christian connections have expressed higher levels of support on this subject.

Yes; 47% No; 36%

Wages should
be paid to non-
muslim religious
clericals as well

as to imams

5.3.9 Perceptions about Missionary Activity

The majority of respondents (61%) do not have any understanding of the term “missionary”.
26% of respondents describe it as promulgation of a religion. 9% describe it as promulgation
of Christianity.

Perception of Missionary

%

B6 «lt is telling positive
things about a religion
to others.»

Promulgating a religion

Promulgating Christianity

«Jews who want to
benefit from
people for their
own interest.»

Promulgating Judaism

Rabbis

Masonry

«lt is a religious

Propaganda international

organization»

Nothing/No idea 61

N: 1500
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Perception of the Missionary After listening to a definition, missionary
At activity is perceived negatively by two thirds of

Positive; 12% | Negative; 66% respondents. Those from rural heritage or

currently living in rural areas find missionary

activities more wrong than those with urban
family backgrounds or those currently living in
urban areas. Those in lower socio economic
groups (SES C and D) also find it more wrong
than those in higher socio economic groups
(SES A and B). Those who are less educated

Mean; 2,3/5

ws) appear to be more religiously conservative,
mRight (4) which in turn affects their level of tolerance
H Neither right nor not (3) ) ) )

W Not right (2) towards non-Muslims and their perceptions

B Not right at all (1) ) ) ) o
regarding missionary activity.

5.3.10 Attitudes regarding Conversion

Levels of approval regarding conversion are queried in the survey. Whilst respondents are
nearly five times more likely to approve of non-Muslims converting to Islam than the reverse,
13% do approve of the right of Muslims to convert to another religion. A further 31% of the
sample is ambivalent, neither approving nor disapproving.

Those who are less educated are more negative about Muslims' conversion to other faiths
than those who are highly educated.

Conversion to another Religion

Approve Does not
% approve % Mean
Approval of Non-Muslims converting - . 38/5

to Islam

B Definitely approve (5) M Approve (4) B Neither approve nor not (3) B Do not approve (2) B Do not approve at all (1) B No idea

Approve Does not
% approve % Mean
13 55 2,4/5 3 10 Approval of Muslims converting to of

another religion
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5.4 Interaction with Christians
5.4.1 Relationships

One in three respondents has a non-Muslim friend or acquaintance. 13% have a non-Muslim
neighbour and 6% a non-Muslim business partner. When asked about the religious beliefs of
their non-Muslim friends, 53% say their friend is a Christian and 24% that their friend is
Armenian.

Familiarity with Non-Muslims

Friend Spouse Business Partner Neighbor

53 21 56 51

Christian

Armenian 24 38 11 26
Assyrian 6 41 12 6
Jew 10 11 11
Greek 1 3 5
Orthodox 1 7 2
Atheist

Catholic

5.4.2 Visits to Christian Churches

One third of the sample has visited a Christian church before mainly for personal and tourism
reasons. This percentage drops significantly to 13% in rural areas. Conversely it increases to
60% among those who have completed higher education.

Visit to a Christian Purpose of Visit

Church in Turkey -

Personal interest 59

Touristic purpose 58

Was invited to
an event

N: 491
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5.4.3 Sources of Information about Christianity

Those who shared awareness about Christian history and traditions earlier in the survey were
asked about their main sources of information on Christianity.

The primary sources of information are reported to be the Internet (34%) and broadcast
television/radio (25%). These are followed by the press (22%), educational books (19%) and
social circles (16%). Only 8% say that they receive information from contact with Christians
and 7% refer to communities and religious institutions for information.

Sources of Information about
Christianity
%
Internet 34

Broadcast (TV/radio) 25

Press

h 22
(newspaper/magazine)

Educational books 19
Social environment 16

Interaction with Christians 8

Communities/Religious
institutions

No information about

Christianity at all 8>

Two out of ten respondents say they have read the Bible before. This rate is higher among
university graduates and those who live in urban areas.

Have you ever read the Bible before?
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Awareness regarding the existence of a Christian television channel in Turkey is low. Whilst
13% of respondents are aware of such a channel, only 5% have watched it and 29% are
interested to watch it. The public expects religious channels to broadcast religious
programmes. Only 4% of respondents say they are interested to watch programmes about
Christian culture or Christian traditions and customs. 3% are interested in the lives of
Christians. Only 1% expresses an interest in such a channel broadcasting news.

Christian TV Channel

Awareness of Christian

Watching the Channel Willingness to watch

TV Channel in Turkey

* Yes; 13%
* No; 87%

the Channel

* Yes; 29%
* No; 71%

Expectations from Christian TV Channel

11

4 4 3 1 1 4

Religious Programs Traditions and Lives of News Documentary No idea Would not
programs about customs Christians watch the
Christian channel
culture
N: 1500

5.4.4 Exposure to Missionary Activity

When asked whether they have ever been invited to a meeting or offered a booklet about
Christianity, 14 % of the sample said 'yes'. Of these, 35% said that their reaction to the
invitation was positive.

Amongst those who have not been exposed to this type of activity, the vast majority (80%)
state that their likely reaction would be negative. However, 10% say that they would find the
invitation normal, react positively or be interested to hear more.
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Exposure to Missionary Activity

Possible Reaction .
Actual Reaction

% %

Would not accept 69

Did not accept their

Would react negatively 10 invitation
N: 1500
Would think that it was J
normal |
Would react positively | 3 Reacted positively

Would be interested to hear | 2

Would strongly react in i 1
negative manner Was not interested

a in the subject
No idea P 10

N: 1294 N: 206




6 Conclusions

The survey confirms the general public's low level of knowledge about Christians and
Christianity, especially in rural areas. There are also low levels of awareness regarding the
challenges faced by Christian minorities in terms of social rights, legal protections for life and
property, freedom to educate clergy and freedom to express religious views.

The report reveals that for most respondents, Christianity is a concept that is foreign to
Turkish culture. Whilst this situation is a consequence of the low numbers of Christians, it is
also influenced by educational content and the media. Despite the rich history of Christianity
in Turkey, the existence of numerous ancient Christian sites and centuries of living side by
side, only a fraction of the public has a good level of knowledge about Christian history and
practice. More creative and holistic inclusion of Christianity in formal education curricula and
in the mass media can contribute to improved understanding and the public's ability to recoup
and value its lost heritage.

More than half of the respondents state that neither the media nor the public is objective in its
treatment of non-Muslims. It may be helpful to develop a deeper understanding of this
reported partiality in future research. Questions also arise regarding the public's significant
over-estimation of the proportion of Christians in the general population and whether this is
linked to fear or perceptions of bias.

Improved media representation may be assisted by tailored capacity building for Turkish
journalists and editors. Training coupled with relationship building between journalists and the
Christian community, can support the growth of factual and objective reporting, the publishing
of positive stories and the profiling of positive role models.

Encouraging personal interaction with Christians may be one of the most effective ways of
building tolerance. As the survey results indicate, there is a level of discomfort and resistance
to establish personal or family connections. This stigma may be reduced through education,
consistent information flow and the sharing of positive interactions. Participation in mixed
community activities can also assist. Further research is needed to understand the barriers to
personal change in greater depth and to determine the best ways of overcoming them.

Despite the low levels of knowledge and objectivity, public support for change exists in certain
key areas. The proportion of respondents who approve the right to select or change one's
religion; the levels of public support for including other religions in addition to Sunni Islam in
the Religious Culture and Knowledge Course, for the reopening of religious seminaries and for
payments to non-Muslim clergy — each bode well for progress in religious freedoms in Turkey.

34



7 Appendix

7.1 Questionnaire

7.1.1 Turkish Version

firkiye*deki Hristi lik_al

“Marhaba, Ben Xsights Arostuma va Domsmaniktan, . Bogimsz bir grostrmg sirketi olon Xsights, Thrkipa'deki oznlklionn
algusipla ilgili bir arogtrma garpeklestirmaktedis. Sirledn degard] fikiderinizi olmak odwng 15 gDl bir anket colymas) pagmaok
istiporuz. Kobul adersaniz hemen sorulorm sormapa baglopocogum.™

Mnmmﬁimmhmlﬁmﬁ?pi sekkir aderim. Bu ool Tiirkiye Arggtrmacular
Damaginin kurmllon degrultvsunds piritiimektedis G6nisme snpsinda waracaginiz tim cevaplor gizli tutuloook, sodece analiz
amach olorok topluco rapordonocokie”
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D7. Siz dahil henenizde ka; kigi yasadgna: Sgrenebilir miyim?
D8. Siz dshil hanenizde gshyan kisi saymm ogrenebilir miyim?
D7 D8
1 %isi 1 1
2 kisi 2 2
3 kigi 3 3
4 kizi 4 a
5kisi 5 5
5'den fazia (litfen belirtin} -

D9. Haneye en cok gelir getiren kigi, haneyi gecindiren kigi siz misiniz?

Evet 1 Sadece "kendisi® yazan bSlimieri sorunuz
Hayr 2 Hem “kendisi” hem de “Aile Reisi” yazan b3limlennisorunuz
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LY mrre w1 s e = vpe s g oo X vy SRR S e
D16. Dogup bikyiidii giniz yerif yerleri digiinecek olurs sniz en fazls siireyi kent merkezinde mi, yoks = kasasba veys kiyde
mi gegirdiniz?
a.  Annenizin dogup biyiidigi yeri/yereri digiinecek olursanz en fazls siireyi kent merkezinde mi, yokss
kasaba veys kiyde mi gegirdi?
b. Bsbanzin dogup biyidigi yeri/yereri digiinecek olursanz en fazla sireyi kent merkezinde mi, yokss
kasaba veya kiyde mi gegirdi?

Dis Disa Disb

Kendisi Anne Babs
Kent 1 1 1
Kassba/kdy 2 2 2
Bilmiyorum | 3 3

D17. Milli kimiiginizi tansmismak izere sklnes ilk gelen kelime hangisidir? CEVAPLARI OKUMA. TEK CEVAP
D17°DEKi CEVABI D17='YA TASIVIN. SOYLENMEMIS OLAN SECENEKLERI OKUYUN.
a. Size okuyscaklsnmdan hangileri milli kimiiginizi mi k sgsindan uygundur? CEVAPLARI OKU. COKLU
CEVAP

SECENEKLERI ROTASYONA UGRATIN

D17 D173
Tiirk 1 1
Kiirt 2 2
Mizskiman 3 3
Ozmanh 4 4
Cumhuriyet 5 5
Laik ] 6
Slubhatzzakar 7 7
Modern 8 8
Demokratik 3 el
Atatirkcl 10 10
Stnni 11 11
Alevif Sii 12 12
e e

w
w
w
w

Fikrim / cevap yok

[ B6LUM 1: GAYRIMUSLIM AZINLIKLAR VE HRISTIYANLIK iLE iLGiLi BiLGi DUZEYi |

Kl. Gayrimislim deyince akbnza ne geliyor? ACIK UCLU

K2. Tiirkiye’deki Hristiysnlar dedigimizde skhnas ilk gelen grup hangisidir? CEVAPLARI OKUMA TEK CEVAP
a. Bagks? CEVAPLARI OKUMA. COKLU CEVAP
K2 VE K2’'DAKI CEVAPLARI K2b/YE TASIYIN.

b. Size ckuyscagim Tirkiye’deki Hristiyan szinkik gruplanndan hengilerini duydunuz? CEVAPLAR] OKU. COKLU

CEVAP
CEVAPLARI ROTASYONA UGRAT X2 K23 K2t
Rumisr 1 1 1
Ermeniler 2 2 2
Sieryaniler 3 3 3
Diger (litfen belirtingo ) 4 4 4
Fikrim yok 939 349 a3

K3. Sizce Turkiye nifusunun % kag gayrimislim vatandaglsrdan olugmaktader?
Acik olarsk yazin: %
Fikrim yok o8

K4. Sizce Turkiye nifusunun % kg Hristiyan vatandaglasrdan olugmaktader?

Atk olarsk yszn: %o,
Fikrim yok 35
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K8. Size ckuyscajim hangi Hristiyan mezheplerini bifiyorsunuz? ILK UC CEVABI OKU. COKLU CEVAP
Bildiginiz bagks bir Hristiyan mezhebi var mi? SIKLARIN DISINDA BASKA BiR CEVAP VERILIRSE 'DIGER'E YAZIN YOKSA
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FETITETTS I WIS ST D oo ey w3

Els_éu"m 2: HRISTIYANLARA YONELIK ALGI VE TUTUM |

Al MWWMMMIMIII‘EIMHE“MM 5%in “Kesinlikle kstilyorum™ oldugu
g m&vnmmmmw

Tirkiye'de Huristiyanlar da

MiisiGmanisr hﬁe;tsoqd
S

'll'l'llye’de
vatandagiann can ve mai

ﬁmm
A2. Sizce hitkiimetin gayrimisfimlers karg: tutumu ne kadar tarsfsedi? CEVAP SKALASINI OKU. TEK CEVAP
a ﬁummm kargi tutumu ne kadar tarsfszdir? CEVAP SKALASINI OKU. TEK CEVAP

1 mul—hm’ CEVDW mmcevw

—
K2b'DE WMUGUHWM AZINLIK GRUPLARI ICIN SORUNUZ
A3. Sizce Turkiye'de size sayscagim gayrimishim sznliklilar ll-l tarafindan ne derece olumily kargidan maktadir? CEVAP

SKALASINI OKU. TEK CEVAP
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A6. Sizce Turkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandagi Huwistiyanlar simdi size sayscagim alanlards Turkiye'ye ne derece kathida
CEVAP SKALASINI OKU. TEK CEVAP
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AlG. Mnmmumw)m rahatse olur musunuz?

| BOLUM 3: DAVRANIS |

Bl. Size ssyncakisnm MMWQM’MUCN”
rmﬁmu;nm
hangi dine
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K7’DE HRISTIVANLIGIN HERHANGI BiR KONUSU HAKKINDA BiLGI SAHIBI [2-5) OLANLARA SORUN
0. Osktenlids N ediniz? CEVAPLARI OKU. COKLU CEVAP

Dier (befirtinz)rrere ]

B5. Tisrkiye’de bir Hristiyan TV kansh oldugunu biliyor musunuz?
BILENLERE SORUN
a. Bukanah hig izlediniz mi2
HERKESE SORUN
b, Buksnah izlemek ister miydiniz?

[ZLEMEK ISTEYENLERE SORUN
c. Bukanalds neler gdrmek isterdiniz?

EVET. DIYENLERE SORUN
a. Boyle bir teklif karsisinda tepkiniz ne oldu? h. mb*hmpkeuphuu

Hee 2
Fikrim yok 3

Hicbir 2aman 1
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7.1.2 English Version

Hoce Pt Sobak, KnerHan Kot 34 XSIQHTS

Public Perceptions Regarding the Christian Minority in Turkey

“Hello, Hi, fam ... from Xsights Research and Consuitoncy. Xsights is an independent research company and currently
conducting o research about perceptions af minorities in Turkey. | would greatly appreciote if you could spore 15 minutes of pour
time for this interesting suney. Your responses are very voluable for our research. if you agree, | am going stort asking you our
questions night oway.”

“First of all | thank you very much for being interested in owr research ond participating in our survey. | would like to assure you
that Xsights, as an abiding member of ESOMAR and will treat ail your answers confidentiol and will use them only for analysis

purposes. ™
DEMOGRAPHY
MARK WITHOUT ASKING

D1. Gender

Female 1 Male 2
MARK WITHOUT ASKING
D2. city
D3. Location [Urban/Rural)
. Location
oty Urban Rural

Adana 1 Kayseri 14 1 2
AFT1 2 Kmikkale 15 1 2
Ankara 3 Koceli 16 1 2
Antalya 4 Konya 17 1 2
Aydin 5 Malatya 18 1 2
Balikesir 6 Manisa 19 1 2
Bursa 7 Mardin 20 1 2
Erzurum B8 Samisun 21 1 2
Gaziantep k] sanlmrfa 22 1 2
Hatay 10 Tekirdag 3 1 2
Istanbaul 11 Trabzon 24 1 2
izmir 1z Van s 1 2
Kastamonu 13 Zonguldak 26 1 2

“I need to check your eligibility in terms of your age group for this suney.™

4. Can you tell me your ageplease? . [ENTER THE AGE])
1B and less 1 THAMNK AND CLOSE
19-24 Z CONTINUE
25-34 3 CONTINUE
35-44 4 CONTINUE
45-54 5 CONTINUE
55-59 6 CONTINUE
60 and over 7 THAMK AND CLOSE

“yvou are eligible for this survey. Now, with your permission, I wouwld like to continue asking our guestions. ™
D5. Your marital status?

single 1 ‘Widow/Divorced 3

Married 2

D6. How many children do you hawe?

Enter the number of children: | do mot have child 99

Enter the age of each child

child 1-___ Child 2. child 3:___. child a-_____ childs:. .
1
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Divanyclu Caddesi
e Ao <o, Ko Hom Kot 34 XSIGHTS
Sultanahmet istanbul Tirkiye www xsights.co.uk +00 2122136002/03

D7. How many people live in your household including you?
D&E. How many people work in your household including you?

D7 DE
1 person 1 1
2 people 2 2
3 people 3 3
4 people 4 4
5 people 5 5
More than 5 people [please specifyiu...) -

9. Whao is the chief income eamer in your household?
Yes 1 Ask for the respondent only
Mo 2 Ask for both respondent and chief of household

D10. What is your educational status? SINGLE ANSWER
D11. What is the educational status of chief income earner in your household ? SINGLE ANSWER
D12. What is the educational status of your parents? SINGLE ANSWER FOR EACH

Self Chief income earmer Mother Father

Quitted school [ Uneducated 1 1 1 1
Elementary school graduate 2 2 2 2
Secondary school graduate 3 3 3 3
High school State 4 4 4 4
graduate Vocational high schoel 5 5 5 5
Vocational school graduate [ [ & [
University Distance education 7 7 7 7
graduate Mormal 8 8 ] g
Postgraduate ) ) 9 9

3. What is your occupation? ENTER THE OCCUPATION

D14. What is the occupation of chief income earner in your household? ENTER THE OCCUPATION v ceses ms s sinns

¥15. ENTER THE 5ES CODE:......

D16. Thinking of the places that you were born and raised, have you passed the most of your life time in urban or rural
areas?
a. Thinking of the places that your mother was born and raised, has she passed the most of her life time in
urban or rural areas?
b. Thinking of the places that your father was born and raised, has he passed the most of his life time in urban
or rural areas?

Dle Dilsa D16k

Self Maother Father
Urban 1 1 1
Rural 2 2 2

Do not know I : :

D17. What is the first word that comes to your mind to describe your national identity? D0 NOT READ ANSWERS. SINGLE
ANSWER
CARRY OVER THE ANSWER in D17 to D17a. READ THE OPTIONS THAT ARE NOT MENTIONED.
a. Which of the following words that | am going to read to you, describe your national identity? READ

AMNSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER
ROTATE ITEMS
D17 D17a

Turkish 1 1
Kurd 2 2
Muslim 3 3
Ottoman 4 4
Republic 5 5
Secular 6 [
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Divanyolu Caddesi
e . Kot Hon ot 30 XSIGHTS

Sultanshmet bstanbul Tirkiye e asights.co.uk +30 2122 136002/03
Conservative 7 r

Modemn 8 8
Democratic 5 ]

Kemalist 10 10

Sunmni 10 10
AlevifShia 11 11

Other [Please specifyiucncn.. 12 ]
Mo idea answer 99 93

SECTION 1: KNOWLDEGE LEVEL ABOUT NON-MUSLIM MINORITIES and CHRISTIANITY

Kl. What does come to your mind when | mention the term “non-muslim®”? OPEN ENDED

K2. Which minorities in Turkey first come to your mind when “Christians” is mentioned? DO NOT READ ANSWERS. S5INGLE
ANSWER
a. Other? DO NOT READ ANSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER
CARRY OVER THE ANSWERS IN K2 AND K2a TO K2b
b. Which of these Christian minorities in Turkey have you ever heard before? READ ANSWERS. MULTIPLE

ANSWER
ROTATE THE OPTIONS K2 K2a K2b
Greeks 1 1 1
Armenians 2
Assyrians 3 3 3
Other [please specifyimmm..) 4 4 4
No idea 59 59 53

K3. What percent of the population do you think consists of non-muslim citizens in Turkey?
ENTER PERCENTAGE: %......
No idea 59

K4. What percent of the population do you think consists of Christian citizens in Turkey?
ENTER PERCENTAGE: %....00
No idea 99

ASK FOR CHRISTIAN MINORITIES THAT ARE AWARE OF IM K2b
K5. To what extent do you know about the culture and life style of the non-muslim minorities living in Turkey? READ
ANSWERS. SINGLE ANSWER

ROTATE THE Il have alotof | have good amount | have some | have little | have no
OPTIONS knowledge of knowledge knowledge knowledge knowledge at all
Greeks 5 4 3 2 1
Armenians 5 4 3 2 1
Assyrians 5 4 3 2 1
ASK ITTO ALL!

Turkish people

converted to other = * s B :
faiths

Other [please

specif':f ........... ] s N S : S

ASK FOR CHRISTIAN MINORITIES THAT ARE AWARE OF IM K2b
K&. In your opinion, which of the following nationalities have members believing in Christianity in Turkey? READ
ANSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER
Greeks
Armenians
Assyrians
ASK ITTO ALL!
Turks
Other [please specifyimme) 5

UERN L

£l

46



Divanyolu Caddesi
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Sultanshmet bstanbul Tiirkiye www asights. co.uk +00 Mw
No idea 59
K7. To what extent do you know about the history and traditions of Christianity in Turkey? READ THE 5CALE. SINGLE
AMNSWER

| have a lot of knowledge

| have good amount of knowledge
| have some knowledge

I have little knowledge

| have no knowledge at all

[N RTINSt}

KB. Which forms or denominations of Christianity that | will read, are you aware of? READ THE FIRST THREE ANSWERS.
MULTIPLE ANSWER
Is there any other denominations of Christianity that you know? ENTER ANY ANSWER OTHER THAN THESE OPTIONS

TO “OTHER’.
Catholic 1
Orthodox 2
Protestant 3
Other [Please specify)imm. 4
No idea 95

K9. Which religious rituals and customs of Christian community are you aware of? Else? READ ANSWERS. MULTIPLE

ANSWER
Christmas 1
Easter 2
Lent 3
Assumption of Mary 4
Baptism 5
Funeral G
Pilgrimage 7
Wedding 8
Prayer 8
Worship 10
Eating pork 11
Eucharist [Eating bread with wine to remember Jesus's last supper) 12
Confession 13
Other [Please specify)iam. 14
No idea EE]

SECTION 2: PERCEPTION OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHRISTIANS

Al. Can you tell me to what extent do you agree with the statements that | am going to read? Please give your answer in
the range of points from 1 to 5 where 5 is "Absolutely agree™ and 1 is “Absolutely disagree”. READ THE 5CALE. 5INGLE

ANSWER
Absolutely Agree Meither agree Disagree Absolutely Mo idea
BETee nor disagree disagree

| try, Christi h
nnurmu.n. ry r _lanss HIFE - 4 3 3 1 ag
equal social rights with muslims
In our country, Christians can
express their religious views 5 4 3 2 1 59
freely
| try, Christi
nnurmun_ry ! r ians can - 4 3 3 1 33
practice their religion freely
In our country, Christians are

5 4 3 2 1 59
excluded
In our country, the government
is responsible for Christians'
security and the security of their 5 4 3 2 1 59
properties

4
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Absolutely Partial Moderately Impartial Absolutely Mo idea
partial partial impartial

Media 5 4 3 2 1 99

:
]

Paositive Neither positive Mot positive Mot positive at No idea
nor not all

Armenians 5 4 3 2 1 99
Assyians s & 3 2 1 s

ASK TOD ALL!

Turkish

people 5 4 3 2 1 99

converted to

other faiths

Ad. To what extent do you think Christians' security of life and property is protected in Turkey? READ THE SCALE. SINGLE
ANSWER

8
i
b

MNeither comfortable

s
5
g
E
:
g
£
|

at all

Primary and secondary

w
o=
w
[X]
=

ﬁ:i
¢ |
s

g
E
w
s
w
=
=

]
a_.

Contribute a lot Contribute cant Contribute little et
somewhat at all

g
5

|
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Politics. 5 4 3 2 1 93

AT. In Turkish education system, how should “Religious Culture And Moral KEnowledge” course be regulated? READ THE
AMNSWERS. SINGLE ANSWER

It should be compulsory 2

No idea 35

AB. Do you think that the content of this course should include other religions too or should there be a religious course
specific to nonmuslim students in the curriculum? READ ANSWERS. 5INGLE ANSWER

There should be a religious course specific to nonmuslim students in the curriculum 2

AY. In Turkey, some Christian religious schools are closed due to political and judicial conflicts. Do you think that the
government should support these schools to let them to be re-opened? SINGLE ANSWER

2

Yes 1

Noidea 3

ROTATE Al1l-11a
All. To what extent do you approve muslims converting to other religions? 5INGLE ANSWER
a. Towhat extent do you approve non-muslims converting to Islam? SINGLE ANSWER

Definitely approve L 5

W
i

Neither approve nor not

[
=

Do not approve at all

(5]

Very important

L

Neither important nor not

Not i nt at all

o

g
%]
]

Yes No Diresn’'t matter

oY
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Hooa Ristem 5oksk, Kader Han Kat: 3-4

Sultanahmet Istanbul Tirkiye wwnw.sights. co.uk $00 2127136002,/03
Friend 1 2 3
Spouse 1 2 3
Business partner 1 2 3
Neighbor 1 2 3

Al5. How positive would you feel about a church being established in your neighborhood?

Very positive 5
Positive 4
Neither positive nor not 3
Not positive 2
Not positive at all 1

Al6. Would you feel uncomfortable if your child shares the same class with a Christian(s)?
a. Would you feel uncomfortable if your child’s teacher is a Christian?

AlG Alea
Yes 1 1
No 2 2

Al7. What do you understand from the term “missionary”? OPEN ENDED

No idea =k

READ TO ALL
*A missionary is @ member of o religicus group sent into an area to proselytize and/or perform ministries of service, such as
education, literacy, social justice, health care and economic development. The term is most commonly used for Christion
missions.”

Al8. How right do you find the missionary activities of Christians in Turkey?
Absolutely right
Right
Neither right nor not
Not right
Not right at all
No idea 99

ok W A

SECTION 3: BEHAVIOR

Bl. Do you hawve any non-muslim .....F READ THE ANSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER
ASK FOR THE ONES WHO 5AY YES
a. Which reliﬁiun does this person practice?

Bl
Yes Mo Bl
Friend 1 2 -
Spouse 1 2
Business partner 1 2 =
Neighbor 1 2

B2. Hawve you ever been in a Christian sanctuary in Turkey before? SINGLE ANSWER

Yes 1
No 2
IS IF SAID YES
B3. For what purpose hawve you been in a Christian sanctuary? DO NOT READ ANSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER
Towuristic purpose 1
Being invited 2
Personal interest 3
Other [Please specify)imm . 4
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Divanyolu Caddesi
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ASK TO ONES WHO HAVE KNOWLEDGE [2-5) AT LEAST ABOUT A SUBJECT FOR CHRISTIANITY IN K7
B4. What are your sources of information about Christianity? READ ANSWERS. MULTIPLE ANSWER

XSIGHTS

Broadcast [TV/radio) 1
Press [newspaper/magazine)
Internet

Social environment
Communities/Religious institutions
Educational books

Interaction with Christian people

[==JC - SR I - EY I )

B5. Do you know that there is a Christian TV channel in Turkey?
ASK TO ONES WHO KNOW IT
a. Hawve you ever watched this channel?
ASK ALL
b. Would you like to watch this channel?
ASK TO ONES WHO WOULD WATCH
c. What would you like to see in this channel? OPEN ENDED

BS BSa BSb BSc
Yes 1 1 1
No 2 2 2

B&. Have you ever read the Bible before?
Yes 1
No 2

B7. Have you ever been invited to a meeting or proposed to take a booklet about Christianity?
Yes 1

No 2
ASK IF SAID YES ASK IF SAID NO
a. What was your reaction when you were b. How would you react if you were
approached? OPEN ENDED approached? OPEN ENDED

B8. Do you think that the New Year celebration is a Christian tradition? SINGLE ANSWER

Yes 1
No 2
No idea 3

B9. Do you celebrate the Mew Year?
Abways
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Newer

koW pon

B10. Have you feasted in Ramadan? DO NOT READ ANSWERS. SINGLE ANSWER
Bll. How often do you visit a mosque? DO NOT READ ANSWERS. SINGLE ANSWER

B10 B11
Everyday 1 1
Couple of times a week 2 2
Once a week 3 3
Couple of times a month 4 4
Once a month 5 5
Couple of times a year [
Once a year 7
Newver a 8
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17
18
19
29
21
22
23
249

25
26

27
28
29
30

31

Divanyolu Caddesi
Hoca lﬁ.ﬂ:mt_‘.‘utnt, Kader Han Kat: 3-4
Sultsmahmeet kstanbaul Tirkiye mﬂ . ook +00 MM
No answer 59 59
POLITICAL BEHAVIOR
B12. For which political party did you wote for in the last general election? 5INGLE ANSWER
Bagimsiz Tarkiye Partisi 1 MHP
CHP 2 Millet Partisi
Demokrat Parti 3 Millet ve Adalet Partisi
Demokratik Gelisim Partisi 4 Muhafazakar Yikselis Partisi
DYP 5 Toplumsal Uzlasma Reform ve Kallkinma Partisi
Geng Parti [ Tiirkiye Komiinist Partisi
Hak ve Adalet Partisi 7 Vatan Partisi
Hak ve Esitlik Partisi B Yurt Partisi
Hak ve Ozgiirliikler Partisi 3 Ak Parti
Halkmin Kurtulusu Partisi 10 Anadolu Partisi
Halkin Yikselisi Partisi 11 BBP
HDP 12 D5P
ilk Parti 13 oDP
Komiinist Parti 14 Saadet Partisi
Liberal Demokrat Parti 15 Hiir Dava Partisi
Merkez Parti 16 Mo answer/Did not vote

59

Ihank vou for vour valuable time
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